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February 26,2010

Honorable Edward Meyer
Co-Chair
Environment Committee
Room 3200, Legislative Office Building
Hartford, CT 06106

Honorable John McKinney
Ranking Member
Environment Committee
Room 3200, Legislative Office Building
Hartford, CT 06106

Honorable Richard Roy
Co-Chair
Environment Committee
Room 3200, Legislative Office Building
Hartford, CT 06106

Honorable Clark Chapin
Ranking Member
Environment Committee
Room 3200, Legislative Offìce Building
Hartford, CT 06106

RE: Connecticut House B¡ll 5130 -$An Act Concerning Child Sale Products"

Dear Chairmen and Ranking Members:

The Soap and Detergent Association, the Home of the U.S. Cleaning Products Industry@, represents the

$30 billion U.S. cleaning products market. SDA members include the formulators of soaps, detergents,

and general cleaning products used in household, commercial, industrial and institutional settings;
companies that supply ingredients and finished packaging for these products; and oleochemical
producers. SDA and its members are dedicated to improving health and the quality of life through
sustainable cleaning products and practices. SDA's mission is to support the sustainability of the cleaning
products industry through research, education, outreach and science-based advocacy. SDA appreciates
the opportunity to supply the following comment on the abovementioned measure scheduled for a hearing
in Committee on March l.

SDA Engagement on Chemicals Management Policy

SDA represents leading consumer product manufacturers who are committed to the safety of their
products and maintaining the confidence of consumers. Product safety is the foundation of consumer
trust, and our industry devotes enormous resources to ensure the safe use ofour products. SDA supports
the federal modernization of the Toxic Substances ControlAct of 1976 (TSCA). SDA is engaged with
key policymakers to address chemical management in an effort to protect the public and the environment,
and to retain U.S. leadership in chemical innovation. SDA recommends that improvements to TSCA
should recognize changes in science and technology; establish deadlines for review of priority chemicals;
ensure that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has timely and adequate information on use

and exposure; and promote innovation, among other recommendations.

SDA and its members have participated in chemical activities with a national and global impact. In 2008,
SDA noted the success of a decade-long, comprehensive effort to compile baseline datasets of the health
and environmental effects of High Production Volume (HPV) chemicals used in cleaning products. SDA
is also a leading manager of chemical consortia fulfilling commitments to the voluntary global HPV
chemicalprograms run by the InternationalCouncilof Chemical Associations (ICCA) and the EPA.
SDA also encourages policymakers to make use of sound scientific methods of review recognized by
other nations, governments and authoritative bodies including the: Canadian Domestic Substances List
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prioritization; the Security and Prosperity Partnership of North America Regulatory Cooperation
Framework; and, the EPA and OECD High Production Volume Chemical programs.

SDA Comment on H.8.5130:

The legislation establishes the development of a priority chemical list and authorizes specific state
agencies to regulate such chemicals, among other things. At the outset, the proposed Connecticut
legislation does not provide for a range of risk management measures. SDA members understand that
through tiered risk assessment, we come to better understand the nature, magnitude, and impact products
may pose to human health and the environment - while at the same time ensuring continued societal
benefits and promoting consumer confidence in our products. This approach is knowledge-based and
globally applicable, as demonstrated by the breadth of ongoing work that SDA is engaged with
domestically and internationally. Moreover, the ongoing work and engagement of various domestic and
international chemical management activities are resource intensive. Any chemical management system
is a substantial undertaking requiring extensive resources and expertise. Given cunent economic
conditions, and the presence of recognized and established chemical management systems, the plan
proposed for Connecticut in H.B. 5130 would be counterproductive in light of ongoing and successful
chemical management work.

SDA recommends that any chemical management system provide a systematic, scientific and
collaborative process to address priority chemicals and chemical uses of concern. Any chemical
management initiative must have a reasonable, clearly defined approach for nominating, evaluating, and
managing chemicals and it should apply to the whole of commerce. H.B. 5130 does not carry any of
these important provisions. November 2009 testimony to the U.S. House Subcommittee on Commerce,
Trade and Consumer Protection outlined a risk-based and efficient tool to prioritize chemical substances
in a timely manner under a modernized TSCA. In short, the testimony noted that a priority setting process

mustbe risk-based, taking into consideration both a chemical's hazards and potentialexposures.
Chemicals identified as the high priorities should be those substances with both the highest hazards and
the highest potential exposures. The development of an efficient mechanism by which EPA will prioritize
existing chemicals for review and assessment can address important policy concerns, such as children's
health and chemical exposures.

Thank you for your attention and consideration of these comments; SDA looks forward to and stands
ready to work with members of the Committee. For future reference, please contact me at(202) 662-2508
or via electronic mail at dtroutman@sdahq.org.
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C""-," rrourman
Director, Government Affairs

cc: Vice Chair Andrew Maynard
Vice Chair Bryan Hurlburt
Environment Committee Members


